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DENVER -- A judge who for more than a year oversaw
involuntary medication cases at the Pueblo state mental
hospital is married to the assistant attorney general who
provides legal advice for the institution.

Daniel Vigil, who teaches legal ethics at the University of
Denver and sits on the advisory committee for the state
Office of Attorney Regulation, said there is a potential
conflict of interest in the Pueblo courthouse.

“We want judges to conduct themselves at all times in a
manner that creates confidence in the integrity and the
impartiality of the judiciary,” Vigil said after reviewing
documents obtained by CALL7 investigators. "In this
case, you could ask did she favor one side over the other
because of her marital relationship. We don’t know the
answer to that, but it doesn’t matter because it creates the
question and the question is what we are concerned
about.”

For more than a year, Pueblo District Judge
Jill Mattoon ruled on involuntary
medication cases for patients of Colorado
State Mental Health Institute at Pueblo.
During that time, she was married to Rick
Mattoon, an assistant attorney general
whose job is to advise Institute
administrators on legal issues.

Both Mattoons declined to appear on
camera for an interview, but Rick Mattoon
said there was no conflict of interest
because he doesn’t appear in his wife’s
courtroom.

Documents obtained under state open
records laws show Jill Mattoon recused herself once in a case where the hospital was one of the
parties in a case. There was no reason for the recusal.

The involuntary medication cases are brought by the county attorney so Attorney General John
Suthers and Pueblo Chief Judge Dennis Maes also said that prevents any conflict.

“I don’t see it as a direct conflict,” Maes said, adding he did not know if the relationship was
disclosed in court.

Suthers, who was angry that we were raising questions about the ethics of his staff, was even more
adamant.

“I know it when I see it and this is not,” he said. “This is not a conflict of interest. If I thought there
was an appearance of impropriety I would do something about it.”

But Vigil said there is no doubt the situation is a problem.

MOST POPULAR THIS
HOUR

Got An Overdue Book Or
Movie? Go To Jail

Rash Of Gas Station Purse
Thefts Reported

Overdraft Fees To Change
Drastically

Top 5 Celebrity Plastic
Surgery Mistakes

Celeb Plastic Surgery
Mistake No. 5 - Joan Rivers

 More Most Popular

MYREPORT NETWORK
E - News Registration focus

group

 

 My Report Network: Tell

your story on 7NEWS. Sign
up to be a member of our My
Report Network 

Enter E-mail  

HEALTH TOPICS &
INFORMATION

The Warning Signs Of STDs
Protect your health
and learn about the
symptoms of eight

Site Web

Yellow Pages

A-List Businesses

Search   

Denver News

Weekly Archive

The Investigators

News Tips

Most Popular

Weird Headlines

Going Green

7 News Team

E-mail Alerts

Forums

Politics

Get RSS

War

Home

Denver News
Weather

Traffic

Call7 Investigations

Going Green

Money

Entertainment

Staying Healthy

Education

Food

Family

7 Sports

News Tips

Text Alerts

E-Mail Alerts

Mobile 7NEWS

A-List Metro Guide

It's Your Business

Auto

Dating

Denver Jobs

Real Estate

Travel

TV Listings

Contact Us

7NEWS Team

Advertise

Community Affairs

7Everyday Hero

Azteca America

Video: Conflict Questioned For
Judge In Mental Health Cases

http://www.thedenverchannel.com/emailnewsletters/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;220537777;42510811;b?http://www.everydayhealth.com/sexual-health/stds-photos/the-warning-signs-of-stds.aspx?xid=ibs_ss_stds
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/
mailto:arthur_kane@kmgh.com
mailto:john_ferrugia@kmgh.com
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/22745694/detail.html
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/22754630/detail.html
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/money/22744453/detail.html
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/entertainment/22661304/detail.html
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/entertainment/22661361/detail.html
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/mostpopular/index.html
http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;220537777;42510811;b?http://www.everydayhealth.com/sexual-health/stds-photos/the-warning-signs-of-stds.aspx?xid=ibs_ss_stds
http://yellowpages.thedenverchannel.com/denver+co.z.html
http://kmgh.cityvoter.com/alist
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/sitemap/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/newsarchive/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/7newsinvestigates/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/contact7/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/mostpopular/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/irresistible/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/going-green/index.html
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/7newsteam/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/emailnewsletters/
http://forums.ibsys.com/index.cfm?sitekey=den
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/politics/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/rss/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/war/index.html
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3954/0/0/%2a/p;44306;0-0;0;12654523;3-125/125;0/0/0;;~okv=;kw=news%20navsquare1%2021921263;comp=false;ad=true;pgtype=detail;tile=2;sz=125x125,120x120;~aopt=2/2/1b56/0;~sscs=%3f
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/weather/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/traffic/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/call7investigators/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/going-green/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/money/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/entertainment/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/health/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/education/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/food/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/family/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/sports/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/contact7/
http://www.localwireless.com/wireless/signup.cfm?sid=28&pageid=textalert1_main
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/emailnewsletters/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/my247/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/alist/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/itsyourbusiness/index.html
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/automotive/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/dating/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/jobs/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/realestate/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/travelgetaways/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/tvlistings/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/contact7/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/7newsteam/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/advertise/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/7solutions/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/7everydayhero/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/azteca/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/alist/
http://denver.bbb.org/
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/7solutions/422790/detail.html
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/call7forhelp/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3954/3/0/%2a/w%3B220883292%3B0-0%3B0%3B12654523%3B774-250/80%3B27804430/27822309/1%3B%3B%7Eokv%3D%3Bkw%3Dnews+smallbrick1+21921263%3Bcomp%3Dfalse%3Bad%3Dtrue%3Bpgtype%3Ddetail%3Btile%3D3%3Bsz%3D250x80%3B%7Eaopt%3D2/2/1b56/0%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://www.sawayalaw.com
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/21921263/detail.html#
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/21921263/detail.html#


3/5/10 3:28 PMConflict Questioned For Judge In Mental Health Cases - Denver News Story - KMGH Denver

Page 2 of 2http://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/21921263/detail.html

"It's pretty clear cut in my opinion," he said. “I think it does create the appearance of impropriety
because any citizen could say could this judge be impartial under the circumstances."
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